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QUESTIONS    -  AND  FAITH 


By  President  David   O.   McKay 

I  recall  a  conversation  of  some  years  ago 
with  a  student  who  came  to  inquire  for 
guidance  and  to  seek  possible  help-  This 
particular  young  man  was  very  much  per- 
turbed in  his  feelings.  He  had  heard  in 
one  of  his  classes  several  imputations  that 
seemed  to  conflict  with  his  ideas  of  religion. 
One  of  the  latest,  for  example,  was  this: 
His  teacher  had  said  that  the  principle  of 
"fasting  is  a  relic  of  ascepticism."  I  imme- 
diately asked  him  if  he  had  ever  thought 
that  ascepticism  as  related  to  fasting  might 
be  the  prostitution  of  a  worthy  principle. 
He  said  he  hadn't  considered  that  phase  of 
the  question. 

Before  commenting  further  upon  this 
conversation,  I  desire  to  express  a  few 
thoughts  in  relation  to  the  adequacy  of  this 
Church  in  supplying  the  needs  of  every 
human  heart.  An  appreciation  of  the  whole 
will  make  more  impressive  the  importance 
of  any  particular  part: 

The  teachings  and  life  of  the  Master 
never  before  seemed  to  me  more  beautiful, 
more  necessary,  and  more  applicable  to 
human  happiness.  Never  have  I  believed 
more  firmly  in  the  perfection  of  humanity 
as  the  final  result  of  man's  placement  here 
on  earth.  With  my  whole  soul  I  accept 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  personification  of 
human  perfection  and  as  the  Saviour  and 
Redeemer  of  mankind.  "Other  men  may 
seem  to  be  children  of  their  surroundings. 
He  became  what  he  was  despite  his  sur- 
roundings, and  he  is  the  only  one  who  can 
say,  in  truth:  'Do  as  I  have  done.' " 

Accepting  him  as  my  Redeemer,  Saviour, 
Lord,  it  is  but  logical  that  I  accepted  his 
gospel  as  the  plan  of  salvation,  as  the  one 
perfect  way  to  happiness  and  peace.  There 
is  not  a  principle  which  was  taught  by  him 
but  seems  to  me  applicable  to  the  growth, 
development,  and  happiness  of  mankind. 
Every  one  of  his  teachings  seems  to  touch 
the  true  philosophy  of  living.  I  accept 
them  wholeheartedly.  I  love  to  study 
them.  I  like  to  teach  them. 
So  it  is  with  the  Church  which  Christ  has 


established.  Since  it  is  founded  by  the  Per- 
fect One,  it  follows,  that  when  properly  in- 
terpreted, it  too,  approaches  perfection. 
Every  phase  of  it,  therefore,  seems  to  me 
to  be  applicable  in  some  way  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  human  family. 

Such  faith  in  the  Great  Teacher  and  in 
his  Church  I  consider  a  safe  and  essential 
anchor  for  young  people  to  possess,  and  I 
freely  take  issue  with  any  man  who  de- 
liberately destroys  such  faith  without  offer- 
ing something  better  in  its  place;  and  I 
know  of  nothing  else  in  the  world  that 
can  even  approach  Christ's  Church  as  an 
anchor  for  the  soul. 

There  are  occasionally  men  in  the  pro- 
fession of  teaching — as  this  is  my  profes- 
sion, I  can  speak  plainly — who  pride  them- 
selves on  being  iconoclasts;  but,  unfor- 
tunately, when  such  teachers  break  their 
so-called  images,  they  supply  nothing  to  re- 
place them.  They  destroy  ideals  but  offer 
no  others,  thus  leaving  the  young  in  doubt 
and  uncertainty.    Such  a  one  seems  to  me 
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MORMON  GIRL  IN  COPEN- 
HAGEN WRITES  ESSAY  ON 
SEC.  BENSON.  —  Copenhagen— 

Lise  Kaiser,  a  young  Latter-day 
Saint  student  in  a  Copenhagen 
high  school,  has  recently  been 
the  means  of  creating  much 
favourable  comment  about  the 
Church  and  Elder  Ezra  Taft 
Benson. 

In  response  to  an  assignment 
to  v/rite  about  a  prominent  per- 
son, Lisei  wrote  about  Elder 
Benson  whom  she  had  met  when 
he  presided  over  the  European 
Missions. 

The  composition  received  an 
"A"  and  among  some  of  its  sub- 
sequent publications  which  has 
served  as  a  means  of  missionary 
work,  the  article  was  published 
in  "The  Scandinavian  Star,"  the 
Danish  Mission  monthly  maga- 
zine. 

L.  A.  EXAMINER  PUTS  OUT 
PAGE  ON  MORMON  TEM- 
PLE'.— A  full-page  feature  about 
the  Los  Angeles  Temple  appeared 
in  the  Los  Angeles  Examiner  last 
Monday  morning,  June  29.  With 
a  daily  circulation  of  more  than 
200,000  copies,  the  Los  Angeles 
Examiner  is  the  second  largest 
newspaper  in  Southern  Cali- 
fornia. 

A  four-column  head,  "$5,000,000 
Mormon  Temple  Rising  Here," 
was  used  over  the  long  feature 
story  written  by  Stanley  Dunn. 

Accompanying  the  story  were 
six  photographs;  an  artist's  con- 
ception of  the  building  when 
completed;  the  proposed  bap- 
tismal font  sitting  on  the  backs 
of  12  oxen;  a  construction  photo- 
graph of  workmen  on  the  circu- 
lar grand  staircase;  a  close-up  of 
the  15-foot  high  statue  of  the 
Angel  Moroni  which  will  be  placed 
on  top  of  the  building  250  feet 
above  the  ground;  a  photograph 
of  Edward  O.  Anderson,  the 
architect,  and  the  chief  engineer, 
Virge  Butter,  discussing  building 


plans,  and  a  view  of  the  entrance 
of  the  recently  completed  $300,000 
Westwood  Ward  Chapel  which  is 
located  on  the  north  point  of  the 
25-acre  temRle  block. 

Friendly  in  its  approach,  the 
article  was  factual  and  interest- 
ing in  its  treatment  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  great  Los 
Angeles  Temple. 

L  D  S  SAMOAN  SCHOOL 
ENTERS      FLOATS     —     Upolu, 

Samoa. — One  of  the  unusual 
floats  in  the  coronation  parade 
held  in  Upolu  during  the  corona- 
tion of  their  young  sovereign 
queen,  Elizabeth,  was  one 
entered  by  the  L  D  S  Mission 
School. 

Another  mission  entrant  that 
caused  most  favourable  comment 
was  the  combined  Sauniatu  and 
Pesega  band  formed  of  high 
school  students. 

The  float  was  fashioned  of 
white  crepe  paper  as  a  base, 
mounted  on  a  truck,  with  the 
"Two  Sticks" — Bible  and  Book  of 
Mormon,  featured.  Elder  Marvin 
Stone  and  his  wife  represented 
the  white  race  and  a  Samoan 
couple  stood  for  the  Lamanites. 

One  of  the  largest  parades  in 
the  history  of  the  islands,  it  was 
composed  of  entries  from  170 
schools. 

GRANT  JOHANESSEN  WILL 
APPEAR  AT  HOLLYWOOD 
BOWL. — Grant  Johannesen,  in- 
ternationally famous  Latter-day 
Saint  pianist,  is  one  of  the  great 
artists  who  will  appear  in  the 
1953  Symphonies  Under  the  Stars 
of  Hollywood  Bowl.  The  Utahn 
is  to  play  Tuesday  evening,  July 
21,  with  the  Bowl  orchestra,  com- 
prised of  Los  Angeles  Philhar- 
monic Orchestra  musicians. 

Brahms'  Concerto  for  Piano 
and  Orchestra  No.  2  in  B  Flat 
Major  is  programmed  for  Mr. 
Johannesen  and  the  orchestra. 
Izler  Solomon  will  conduct. 


132 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER 


September,  1953 


"GOD,  GRANT 
US  STRENGTH" 

By  SIGNE  G.  SMITH 


Sister  Smith 


"May  I  have  just  a  few  moments  of  your 
time?"  How  many  of  us  have  had  these 
words  spoken  to  us  and  accepted  the  chal- 
lenge to  listen?  .  .  .  Every  convert  to  the 
Church.  What  have  we  gained?  Need  we 
be  reminded  —  if  so,  then  we  are  fast 
losing  our  spir.it  of  conversion  and  it  is 
high  time  we  started  climbing  the  hill 
again. 

Statistics  do  not  always  show  the  most 
pleasant  results,  and  this  is  the  case  with 
our  mission.  Since  1853,  when  the  first 
L.D.S.  missionaries  landed  on  South 
African  soil,  we  have  had  many  converts 
baptised  —  yet  our  membership  figure  does 
not  show  the  increase  it  should.  This  mis- 
sions membership  is  close  to  2,000,  of  which 
not  more  than  400  are  actively  living  the 
gospel  principles  which  they  accepted  at 
the  waters  of  baptism.  A  very  challenging 
question  —  WHY  SO  FEW?  Perhaps  the 
words  in  the  poem  "The  Hammers"  by 
Ralph  Hodgson  could  answer  this.  He  first 
speaks  of  hearing  the  noise  of  hammers 
"Shaping,  beating  dust  and  clay  to  a 
palace"  then  the  hammers  were  laid  away. 

"And  I  listened,  and  I  heard 
Hammers  beating,  night  and  day, 
In  the  palace  newly  reared, 
Beating  it  to  dust  and  clay; 
Other  hammers,  muffled  hammers, 
Silent  hammers  of  decay." 

WHO  IS  TO  BLAME— if  we  find  ourselves 
falling  away  from  the  teachings  of  the 
gospel?  We  may  try  to  find  many  excuses 
such  as:  "Oh,  one  of  the  members  did  this!", 
"My  business  associates"  or  "My  friends" — 
but  if  we  faced  the  truth,  we  are  to  blame. 
We  are  the  ones  who  are  allowing  the  ham- 
mers of  decay  to  creep  into  our  lives — to 
influence  our  testimonies  of  the  gospel. 

What  is  our  innermost  desire?  To  serve 
the  Lord  our  God  —  or  —  to  serve  our  own 
selfish  ends.    Perhaps  we  are  tired  of  hear- 


ing the  same  words  spoken  time  and  time 
again — "Don't  do  that"  or  "Don't  do  this," 
yet  these  words  are  spoken  by  the  authority 
of  experience  and  it  is  for  our  ultimate 
good  that  such  laws  as  these  are  set  before 
us.  We  are  often  reminded  of  the  fact  that 
we  are  in  possession  of  a  knowledge  most 
precious — our  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Many  of  us  treat  this  with 
extreme  lightness,  denying  its  power.  Per- 
haps such  a  question  as  this  will  confront 
us:  "Just  what  are  we  expected  to  do?" 
With  our  acceptance  of  the  gospel  —  our 
entrance  into  the  waters  of  baptism,  come 
many  responsibilities.  This  automatically 
requires  that  we  live  up  to  the  teachings 
and  principles  which  we  have  accepted,  or 
become  a  mockery  amongst  our  fellow 
men. 

Jesus,  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  said, 
"Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that 
they  may  see  your  good  works  and  glorify 
your  Father  which  is  in  Heaven."  We  can 
liken  ourselves  unto  the  Parable  of  the 
Talents  (Matthew  25,  15-19):  "For  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  is  as  a  man  travelling  into 
a  far  country,  who  called  his  own  servants 
and  delivered  unto"  each  a  number  of 
talents.  On  his  return  two  of  the  servants 
had  made  use  of  that  which  had  been  en- 
trusted to  their  care,  multiplying  the 
talents — but  the  third — being  afraid,  hid 
his  talent  and  on  his  master's  return  found 
that  the  hidden  talent  had  done  no  good 
for  either  himself  or  his  master.  So  it  is 
with  the  gospel.  If  we  pack  our  know- 
ledge away  in  mothballs  we  are  going  to 
find  that  it  is  not  going  to  do  us  any  good, 
and  that  it  will  soon  lose  its  vitality  in  our 
lives.  We  must  put  that  which  we  have 
accepted  to  good  use — or  find  something 
like  the  following  happening  to  us: — "A 
man  who  stops  growing  is  dying.  Who 
stands  still  is  going  backwards.  Who 
(Continued  on  Page  136) 
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DEATH   SUMMONS 


ELDER   RICHARD  MADSEN 


By  Elder  Jack  E   Dahl 


BIOGRAPHICAL   SKETCH   OF   LIFE 

Elder  Richard  Andrew  Madsen  was  a 
native  of  Utah,  and  was  born  June  19,  1900. 
He  spent  his  early  years  in  a  farming  com- 
munity and  in  his  early  youth  learned  the 
value  of  work. 

Tn  his  twenty-first  year  he  entered  the 
Northern  States  Mission  field  of  the 
Church,  and  served  an  honourable  long 
termed  Mission.  Soon  after  the  comple- 
tion of  his  Mission  he  married  Emma  D. 
Madsen,  and  four  fine  children  were  born 
into  the  Madsen  home. 

Elder  Madsen  received  his  education  at 
the  Utah  State  Agricultural  College  and 
the  L.D.S.  Business  College.  Interior 
Decorating  and  Bookkeeping  were  his 
main  occupations,  but  his  worth  as  a  Jack- 
of-all-Trades  was  realized  by  his  associates. 

Several  years  before  Elder  Madsen  was 
called  on  his  second  mission  he  had  a  very 
severe  accident  which  left  his  feet  in  a 
very  weak  condition. 

In  September,  1951,  Elder  Madsen  re- 
sponded to  the  call  for  older  men  to  serve 
as  missionaries  when  young  men  were  un- 
available due  to  Conscription  in  United 
States.  He  left  his  wife  and  four  children 
at  home. 

In  Mission  Field 

Elder  Madsen  arrived  in  South  Africa 
February  14,  1952,  and  was  immediately 
assigned  to  labour  in  the  Transvaal.  After 
six  months  of  acquainting  himself  with  the 
people  and  customs  of  the  land,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Supervising  Elder,  Branch  and 
District  President  of  the  Bulawayo  Branch 
and  District. 

His  next  assignment  was  in  the  Trans- 
vaal. He  was  one  of  the  delegates  chosen 
to  represent  the  Transvaal  District  at  the 
Leadership  Convention  in  November,  1952. 
Shortly  after  convention  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Port  Elizabeth  and  was  soon  ap- 
pointed as  Supervising  Elder  of  the  Port 
Elizabeth  District.  He  was  serving  in  this 
capacity  at  the  time  of  his-  death. 


Memorial  Service 


On  Sunday,  August  16,  1953,  a  memorial 
service  was  held  in  honour  of  the  late 
Richard  Andrew  Madsen,  at  the  "Sons  of 
England  Hall"  in  Port  Elizabeth. 

President  Leroy  H.  Duncan  presided  over 
the  service  and  Elder  Donald  M.  Cole  con- 
ducted. 

The  following  is  the  Memorial  Service 
programme: 
Opening  Song:  "Come,  Come  Ye  Saints." 
Invocation:  Brother  Vincen  Doller. 
First  Speaker:  Brother  Clarence  Doller — 
mentioned  relationship  of    Elder    Madsen 
with  Branch,  and  Elder  Madsen's  outstand- 
ing work   accomplished  while  serving   in 
Port  Elizabeth. 

Second  Speaker:  Elder  Duane  H.  Burten- 
shaw — (Elder  Burtenshaw  had  been  Elder 
Madsen's  companion  in  Bulawayo  and  also 
Port  Elizabeth).  Elder  Burtenshaw  spoke 
on  the  fine  companion  Elder  Madsen  was 
and  the  wonderful  work  Elder  Madsen  had 
been  doing. 

Vocal  Solo:  by  Elder  Donald  M.  Cole— 
"Oh,  My  Father,"  which  was  Elder  Mad- 
sen's favourite  song. 

Third  Speaker:  President  Leroy  H.  Dun- 
can— gave  comforting  talk  on  Salvation 
and  life  after  death.  Paid  tribute  to  Elder 
Madsen  and  his  determination  to  serve  his 
Father  in  Heaven. 
Closing  Song:  "Sweet  is  the  Work." 
Benediction:  Leonard  Griffith. 

Faithful  Servant 

Elder  Madsen,  as  a  father,  a  gospel 
brother,  and  friend,  was  loved  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  met  him.  He  loved  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  taught  it  freely, 
not  only  by  word  of  mouth,  but  also  by 
example.  A  good  knowledge  and  under- 
standing of  the  gospel  enabled  him  to  win 
the  confidence  and  trust  of  his  fellow  men. 
His     fervent     testimony .  of    the    Gospel, 

(Continued  on  Page  136) 
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BY    LOVE    SERVE    ONE 
ANOTHER 


By  Sister  Lily  Wood 


Opportunity  for  service  as  taught  by  the 
Saviour  "For  He  satisfieth  the  longing 
soul,  and  filleth  the  hungry  soul  with  good- 
ness (Psalms  107:9).  In  what  way  can  we 
serve  one  another?  We  all  get  opportuni- 
ties, for  example,  when  people  are  seriously 
hurt  on  the  highways,  or  stricken  in  public 
places,  some  of  us  wonder  why  someone 
else  doesn't  do  something  about  it.  In  our 
Saviour's  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan 
he  did  not  wait  for  someone  else  to  do 
something  about  it,  He  did  something  him- 
self. When  we  see  public  or  private  abuses, 
we  have  not  done  our  duty  if  we  close  our 
eyes  and  walk  away.  It  was  not  only  the 
thieves  whom  the  Master  was  indicting, 
but  it  was  also  those  who  did  not  do  any- 
thing, when  something  should  have  been 
done.  Doing  things  we  should  do  is  the 
essence  of  all  apportunities.  Yes,  you  will 
find  lots  of  people  being  Good  Samaritans 
without  the  oil  and  the  twopence. 

Sometimes  sins  of  omission  are  as  serious 
as  sins  of  commision.  Let  us  never  miss  an 
opportunity  for  doing  a  good  turn,  or  say- 
ing a  good  word  to  a  stranger.  God  may 
have  sent  him  across  our  path  for  a  special 
reason.  What  may  seem  like  a  casual  en- 
counter may  change  ones'  whole  outlook 
on  life.  To  the  blind  man  begging  by  the 
wayside,  to  the  beggar  that  comes  to  our 
door,  to  the  cripple  woman  sitting  on  a 
doorstep.  We  owe  something  to  our  fellow- 
men  if  we  are  true  Latter-day  Saints.  We 
may  not  be  able  to  give  money,  but  we 
ought  to  give  something.  We  represent 
Christ  in  this  world,  and  we  ought  to  treat 
every  such  case  of  need  and  misfortune  as 
our  Master  would  do  if  he  were  in  our 
place. 

Every  deed  of  kindness  we  perform  with 
love  in  our  hearts  for  Christ,  though  it 
blesses  no  other  soul,  leaves  its  benediction 
nn  ourselves. 


Sister  Lily  Wood 

"Be  not  forgetful  to  entertain  strangers 
for  thereby  some  have  entertained  angels 
unawares."  (Hebrews  13:2.). 

President  Joseph  F.  Smith  writes  in  his 
Gospel  Doctrine  that  the  Relief  Society  is 
the  FIRST  and  most  IMPORTANT 
auxiliary  organization  in  the  Church.  It 
is  not  only  to  deal  with  the  sick  and  needy, 
but  a  part,  and  the  larger  part,  is  to  look 
after  the  spiritual  welfare  and  salvation  of 
the  mothers  and  daughters.  We,  therefore, 
as  sisters  of  the  Relief  Society  have  oppor- 
tunities to  serve  one  another,  "Thou  shalt 
love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself." 

The  Lord  used  a  Samaritan  in  His 
parable  because  He  wanted  to  impress  the 
Law  of  Love.  No  matter  who  the  sufferer 
is  that  we  come  upon  he  is  our  neighbour. 
He  may  be  a  worthless  sort  of  a  man,  he 
may  even  be  an  enemy,  perhaps  at  one 
time  he  did  us  a  cruel,  bitter  wrong,  and  he 
has  no  claim  whatsoever  on  us,  for  sym- 
pathy or  help.  No  matter,  he  is  our  neigh- 
bour, to  whom  for  the  present  we  owe 
love. 

"Bless  them  that  curse  you,  do  good  to 
them  that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  that 
despitefully  use  you."     (Matthews  5:44.) 

When  dealing  with  other  people  let  us 
try  to  remember  this  bond  of  kinsman  in 
Christ.  It  will  help  to  soften  our  judg- 
ments and  make    us    more    patient    with 
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(Continued  from  Page  130) 

charted.  Even  a  teacher  may  himself  be- 
come warped  in  his  attitude  toward  what 
he  might  look  upon  as  merely  a  dogma. 

Every  principle  and  ordinance  of  the 
gospel  may  be  attacked  from  one  angle  or 
other  as  a  mere  "ism,"  but  it  may  also  be 
considered  as  possessing  elements  of  soul 
growth,  beauty,  and  sublimity.  Every 
tenent  and  teaching  of  the  Church — every- 
one —  when  properly  interpreted  and 
applied,  has  in  it  a  saving  power  and  bless- 
ing for  all  who  will  accept  it  Each  one 
properly  considered  and  properly  applied 
will  serve  the  needs,  the  education,  the 
peace  of  individuals. 

I  site  the  conversation  on  fasting  because 
it  illustrates  two  things: 

First,  insinuations  made  to  the  young 
who  are  yet  undecided  as  to  what  are  the 
most  important  things  in  life  may  shake 
the  faith  of  youth,  and  "Youth  without 
faith  is  a  day  without  sun." 

Secondly,  I  cite  that  instance  to  bring 
home  to  us  today  the  necessity  of  parents 
and  officers  in  the  Church  teaching  more 
earnestly  and  dilgently  the  principles  of 
life  and  salvation  to  the  youth  of  Zion  in 
order  to  keep  them  properly  balanced 
through  the  formative  period  of  their  lives. 

It  is  well  not  only  for  church  members 
but  for  educators  everywhere  when  teach- 
ing the  young  to  have  in  mind  the  three 
"C's"  as  well  as  the  three  "R's"  mentioned 
so  proverbially.  By  those  three  "C's"  I 
mean  CHARACTER,  CONDUCT,  CITIZEN- 
SHIP. The  teaching  of  religion  in  public 
schools  is  prohibited,  but  the  teaching  of 
character  and  citizenship  is  required. 

Now  consider  for  a  moment  this  principle 
of  fasting.  It  is  as  old  as  the  human  race 
and  undoubtedly  when  first  practised  was 
related  to  health.  It  is  generally  conceded 
that  most  people  usually  consume  more 
food  than  the  body  requires.  Over-eating 
clogs  the  system  with  deleterious  waste 
products.  When  such  a  condition  exists,  a 
short  fast  is  useful  as  a  means  of  restoring 
the  body  to  its  normal  active  state.  One 
authority  referring  to  this  says,  "The  great 
thing  about  the  fast  is  that  it  sets  you  a 
new  standard  of  health."  And  an  eminent 
Scotch  physician  adds,  "Fasting  for  a 
longer  or  a  shorter  period  is  often  a  bene- 
ficial practice  especially  in  the  case  of  those 
who  have  been  living  too  freely." 

But  besides  this  there  is  the  spiritual 
strength  derived  from  the  subjecting  of  the 


physical  appetite  to  the  will  of  the  indi- 
vidual. "He  who  reigns  within  himself 
and  rules  passions,  desires,  and  fears  is 
more  than  king."  As  in  eternal  life,  so  in 
self-mastery,  there  is  no  one  great  thing 
which  a  man  may  do  to  obtain  it;  but  there 
are  many  little  things  by  observing  which 
self-control  may  be  achieved.  And  a  sub- 
jecting of  the  appetite  to  the  will  and  a  re- 
fusal to  satisfy  desire  are  two  of  these 
little  things.  Writing  on  this  very  question, 
the  subjection  of  appetites  and  desires  to 
the  will,  the  psychologist  William  James 
admonishes  "To  do  each  day  something 
which  you  do  not  like  to  do."  If  there  were 
no  other  virtue  in  fasting  but  gaining 
strength  of  character,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  justification  for  its  universal 
acceptance. 

But  associated  with  this  practice  in  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
is  the  giving  of  a  fast  offering,  the  under- 
lying purpose  and  far-reaching  benefits  of 
which  make  the  monthly  observance  of 
fast  day  one  of  the  most  significant  features 
of  this  latter-day  work.  Besides  the  bene- 
fits already  mentioned  there  are:  First,  all 
the  spiritual  uplift  that  comes  from  a 
Christlike  desire  to  serve  one's  fellow  men; 
and  second,  an  economic  means  which 
when  carried  out  by  an  effective  and  active 
organization,  will  supply  the  needs  of  the 
worthy  poor  within  the  confines  of  the 
organized  branches  of  the  Church. 

The  regularly  constituted  fast  consists 
of  abstinence  from  eating  two  meals  once 
each  month.  The  value  of  these  two  meals 
is  given  as  a  voluntary  donation  for  the  re- 
lief of  those  who  are  hungry  or  otherwise 
in  distress.  Sincere  observance  of  this  rule 
means  spiritually  that  the  divine  principle 
of  service  is  expressed,  the  resultant 
promise  of  the  Master  is  merited,  .  .  .  Inas- 
much as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the 
least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it 
unto  me."   (Matt.  25:40.) 

So  you  may  take  any  phase  of  this 
Church  and  prove  its  potency  in  its  par- 
ticular field  in  the  advancement  of  the 
individual,  in  the  happiness  and  peace  of 
the  home,  in  the  progress,  safety,  and  per- 
petuity of  society. 

One  great  need  in  the  world  today  is 
more  faith,  less  skepticism,  more  confi- 
dence, less  doubting.  As  Bruce  Barton  ex- 
presses it:  "Faith  in  business,  faith  in  coun- 
try, faith  in  one's  self,  faith  in  other  people 

•    (Continued  on  Page  137) 
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God  Grant   Us  Strength 
(Com.) 

stops  reading  becomes  stagnant.  Who  stops 
thinking  is  mentally  dead.  Who  stops  pray- 
ing is  spiritually  dead."  (Henry  F. 
Henrichs.) 

Quoting  a  very  small  section  from  a  re- 
mit talk  given  by  Anton  R.  Ivins,  he  was 
using  this  year's  M.I. A.  Theme  for  his  sub- 
ject: "Be  Thou  an  Example  of  the  Be- 
lievers" he  stated  the  following,  "...  It 
must  be  done  very  largely  in  conversion, 
and  in  that  each  one  of  us  becomes  a  mis- 
sionary for  the  Church.  He  who  is  warned 
must  warn  his  neighbour,  and  if  we  have 
that  testimony  given  to  us  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  it  remains  for  us  to  pass  is  on  by  word 
of  mouth"  and  may  I  add,  by  example  in 
our  actions  "to  those  who  have  not  received 
it-  It  does  not  require  a  call  from  Presi- 
dent McKay  to  enable  us  to  bear  our  testi- 
monies to  our  neighbours.  We  have  been 
warned.  God  himself  has  given  us  the 
charge  to  do  it." 

How  then  can  we  keep  the  hammers  of 
decay  from  destroying  our  testimonies  of 
the  gospel?  By  being  actively  engaged  in 
church  activity  —  we  will  be  used  to  our 
best  advantage  if  we  show  our  willingness 
to  work.  We  cannot  allow  the  weaknesses 
of  our  brothers  and  sisters,  nor  their  per- 
sonal lack  of  interest  in  our  lives,  to  turn 
us  away  from  those  principles  which  we 
covenanted  with  our  Father  in  Heaven  to 
live  up  to. 

Let  us  remember,  each  day  —  lest  we 
fall  into  diverse  temptations,  to  supplicate 
our  Father  in  Heaven  for  strength  to  live, 
more  fully,  the  principles  of  the  gospel.  A 
recent  contact  of  mine  said  that  the  thing 
she  admired  most  about  the  Mormons  was 
the  way  they  lived  up  to  the  teachings  of 
their  faith. 
Each  day  I  pray,  God  give  me  strength 

anew 
To  do  the  task  I  do  not  wish  to  do; 
To  yield  obedience,  not  asking  why, 
To  love  and  own  the  truth,  and  scorn  the 

lie; 
To  look  a  cold  world  in  the  face, 
To  cheer  for  those  who  pass  me  in  the  race; 
To  bear  my  burdens  gaily,  unafraid; 
To  lend  a  hand  to  those  who  need  my  aid. 
To  measure  what  I  am,  by  what  I  give  — 
God  give  me,  strength  that  I  may  rightly 
live! 

;  — Anon. 


ELDER   MADSEN  - -(Cont.) 

coupled  with  his  enthusiasm  and  eager- 
ness to  do  the  Will  of  the  Lord  has  brought 
many  souls  to  the  Light  of  Truth. 

Music  played  an  important  part  in  the 
programme  of  Elder  Madsen's  life.  He 
thought  music  an  essential  part  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  used  it  in 
teaching  and  proselyting  the  Gospel. 

Though  we  mourn  at  Elder  Madsen's 
parting,  we  realize  that  death  lies  on  the 
road  of  Eternal  Progression,  and  we  would 
not  have  it  otherwise.  Death  is  not  only  a 
blessing  but  is  a  necessity,  and  we  would 
not  and  could  not  be  satisfied  and 
supremely  happy  without  it- 

In  closing  I  wish  to  pay  tribute  to  Sister 
Madsen,  the  loving  wife  of  our  departed 
brother.  Sister  Madsen  courageously 
accepted  the  death  of  her  husband  as  the 
Will  of  God,  and  exhibited  the  true  Latter- 
day  Saint  spirit  in  accepting  God's  plan.  We 
loved  and  honoured  your  husband  Sister 
Madsen,  and  we  pay  tribute  to  you  for 
making  him  the  man  he  was.  May  you 
find  solace  and  comfort  in  the  following 
poem: 

There  is  no  Death 

There  is  a  plan  far  greater  than  the  plan 

you  know; 
There  is  a  landscape  broader  than  the  one 

you  see. 
There  is  a  haven  where  storm-tossed  souls 

may  go  — 
You  call  it  death — We,  Immortality. 
You  call  it  death  —  this  seeming  endless 

sleep; 
We  call  it  birth  —  the  soul  at  last  set  free. 
'Tis  hampered  not  by  time  or  space  —  you 

weep. 
Why  weep  at  death?    'Tis  immortality. 
Farewell,  dear  voyageur  —  'Twill  not  be 

long. 
Your  work  is  done  —  now  may  peace  rest 

with  thee. 
Your  kindly  thoughts  and  deeds — they  will 

live  on. 
This  is  not  death  —  'Tis  immortality. 
Farewell,  dear  voyageur  —  the  river  winds 

and  turns; 
The  cadence  of  your  song  wafts  near  to 

me, 
And  now  you  know  the  thing  that  all  men 

learn: 
There  is  no  death  —  there's  immortality. 
— Author:  Unknown. 
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B^  Love  Serve  One  Another 

other's  faults.  There  is  a  deeper  meaning 
of  the  word  Love,  for  instance  we  say  "I 
cannot  love  criminals,"  "I  cannot  love  a 
poor  tramp."  Nobody  expects  us  to  love 
such  people  as  we  love  our  husbands, 
children  and  friends.  It  is  not  likely  that 
the  Samaritan  had  a  tender  affection  for 
the  wounded  Jew,  while  he  was  helping 
him.  Samaritans  were  not  in  the  habit  of 
loving  Jews  very  deeply,  but  he  did  not 
look  at  the  man  and  calculate  whether  he 
loved  him  or  not,  before  he  began  to  attend 
to  his  wounds.  He  loved  him  as  the  com- 
mandment meant  him  to  do.  His  love  was 
a  practical  demonstration.  First  it  was 
pity;  he  had  compassion  for  him,  but  pity 
is  sometimes  a  useless  emotion,  a  tear  that 
comes  easily  and  costs  nothing.  His  pity 
went  further,  it  went  into  his  hands  and  his 
pocket.  We  find  it  easy  to  love  people  in 
our  own  set,  people  who  have  been  kind  to 
us,  or  with  tastes  like  our  own,  but  that  is 
not  the  way  Christ  wants  us  to  live  and 
love.  It  requires  grace  to  love  our  neigh- 
bours. We  must  truly  have  the  love  of  God 
in  our  hearts  before  we  can  do  it.  It  is  not 
easy  to  love  people  who  are  especially 
hostile  to  us,  or  have  bad  habits  that  get  on 
our  nerves. 

We  should  have  compassion  for  the  man 
who  has  met  with  misfortune,  for  the  man 
who  has  made  a  mistake,  for  the  man  who 
narrowly  missed  being  what  he  might  have 
been,  and  we  should  never  forget  that 
"There,  but  for  the  Grace  of  God,  am  I," 
and  the  thought  should  help  to  make  us 
humble.  It  helps  us  to  remember  that  it  is 
not  the  erring  part  of  a  person  we  are 
asked  to  love-  It  is  that  part  which  Christ 
died  to  redeem. 

Lend  a  hand,  a  helping  hand  wherever  you 
may  be; 


Have  the  will  and  you  won't  lack  the 
opportunity; 

You  will  find  that  you  will  be  guided,  as 
you  go  along 

You  will  get  your  chance  to  help  the  weak, 
and  right  the  wrong, 

Here  and  there  and  everywhere,  there's 
someone  in  a  hole, 

Someone  in  distress  of  mind  —  somebody 
to  console  —  someone  up  against  it, 
fighting  poverty  or  grief,  someone  hop- 
ing against  hope,  and  praying  for  re- 
lief. 

Use  your  hands  for  selfish  gain,  and  when 
life's  sun  has  set, 

Through  your  fingers  you  will  sift  the  ashes 
of  regret. 

Use  them  in  the  service  of  the  stranger,  and 
the  friend, 

Then  when  you  are  weary  and  you  reach 
your  journey's  end, 

Having  done  your  task  and  carried  out 
Love's  last  commands, 

You  may  close  your  eyes  in  sleep  and  fold 
your  busy  hands. 


Questions  and  Faith  (Cont.) 

to  be  heaving  anchor  and  starting  out  on 
the  ocean  of  life  before  his  course  is  even 
— this  is  the  power  which  moves  the  world- 
And  why  is  it  unreasonable  to  believe  that 
this  power,  which  is  so  much  stronger  than 
any  other,  is  merely  a  fragment  of  the 
great  power  that  operates  the  universe?" 

May  teachers  and  parents  unite  in  im- 
pressing youth  particularly  to  be  loyal  to 
that  which  we  know  is  good  for  humanity 
and  contributive  to  eternal  salvation. 


STATISTICS 


BLESSINGS 

LINDA  MAREE  VAN  RHYN,  daughter  of  Petrus 
and  Yvonne  Enslin  Van  Rhyn,  was  blessed  on 
the  2nd  August,  1953  by  Brother  Samuel 
Rayner  at  Cumorah,  Cape. 

MICHELZ  PATRICIA  HEARNS,  daughter  of 
Cyril  and  Ina  Butler  Hearns,  was  blessed  on 
the  16th  August,  1953  by  Elder  Merrill  B. 
lansen  at  N'Kana.  Northern  Rhodesia. 


EULALIA  ANTONNETTE  IMMACALATA 
MARSILIO,  daughter  of  Salvator  and  Sarah 
Botha  Marsilio.  was  blessed  on  the  9th  August, 
1953  by  Elder  Grant  E.  Olson  at  Bloemfontein. 

HELEN  VERA  CALTEAUX,  daughter  of 
Norman  James  and  Rose  Helen  (Munnich) 
Calteaux,  was  blessed  on  the  23rd  August, 
1953  by  Elder  Michael  J.  Clarke  at  Ramah. 

BAPTISMS 

ODESSA  CECILLE  GELDENHUYS,  daughter  of 
Clyde  and  Cornelia  Louw  Geldenhuysv  was 
baptised  .on    the    9th    August.    1953    by   Hugh 
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Helm  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Jack  E.  Dahl  at  Cumorah. 

SIGMUND  CEDKIC  GELDENHUYS,  son  of 
Clyde  and  Cornelia  Louw  Geldenhuys,  was 
baptised  on  the  9th  August,  1953  by  Hugh 
Helm  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Eldej 
Donald  M.  Cole  at  Cumorah. 

ANETTE  LOUISE  SMITH,  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Dorothy  Seager  Smith,  was  baptised  on 
the  9th  August,  1953  by  Hugh  Helm  and  con- 
firmed on  the  same  day  by  Thomas  Wilson 
Senior  at   Cumorah. 

ANNA  MARIA  HELENA  (OLCKERS)  TANZA- 
RELLA  was  baptised  on  the  23rd  August,  1953 
by  Elder  Charles  E.  Mercer  and  confirmed 
on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Daniel  A.  Bundy  at 
Springs. 

ALBERT  GERALD  LEWIS  was  baptised  on  the 
23rd  August,  1953  by  Elder  Michael  J.  Clarke 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Charles  E.  Mercer  at  Springs. 

BETTY  YVONNE  (COXON)  LEWIS  was  bap- 
tised on  the  23rd  August,  1953  by  Elder  Michael 
J.  Clarke  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Elder  Charles  E.  Mercer  at  Springs. 

DAWN  YVONNE  LEWIS,  daughter  of  Albert 
and  Betty  Coxon  Lewis  was  baptised  on  the 
23rd  August,  1953  by  Elder  Michael  J.  Clarke 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Charles  E.  Mercer  at  Springs. 

DEIRDRS  HEATHER  LEWIS  daughter  of  Albert 
and  Betty  Coxon  Lewis  was  baptised  on  the 
23rd  August,  1953  by  Elder  Michael  J.  Clarke 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Charles  E.  Mercer  at  Springs. 

NORMA  JUNESSE  CALTEAUX,  daughter  of 
Norman  and  Rose  Munnich  Calteaux  was 
baptised  on  the  23rd  August,  1953  by  Elder 
Michael  J.  Clarke  and  confirmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Elder  Ben  R.  Olsen  at  Ramah. 

ANN  MOLLY  (HENDERSON)  DONALDSON 
was  baptised  and  confirmed  on  the  23rd 
August,  1953  by  Elder  Daniel  A.  Bundy  at 
Ramah. 

SHIRLEY  ANN  DONALDSON,  daughter  of  Frank 
and  Ann  Henderson  Doldson  was  baptised  on 
the  23rd.  August,  1953  and  confirmed  on  the 
same  day  by  Elder  Daniel  A.  Bundy  at  Ramah. 

ORDINATIONS 

JOSEPH  KOZAKIEWICZ  was  ordained  to  the 
office  of  a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
on  the  16th  August,  1953  by  Elder  Donald  M. 
Cole  at  Port  Elizabeth. 

MARRIAGE 

OLIVER  MITCHELL  COWDREY  was  married 
to  Margaret  Smith  on  the  8th  August,  1953  in 
Pretoria. 


TRANSFERS 


ELDER  THOMAS  E.  SMITH  was  tranferred 
from  Gwelo,  Southern  Rhodesia  to  Bulawayo, 
Southern  Rhodesia,  on  August  5th,  1953  to 
labour  with  Elder  Dale  L.  Prince. 

ELDER  FRANK  L.  JENKINS  was  transferred 
from  the  Cape  to  Bloemfontein,  Orange  Free 
State  on  August  9th.  1953  to  labour  with  Elder 
Grant  E.  Olson. 

ELDER  DON  M.  LEBARON  was  transferred 
from  Bloemfontein,  Orange  Free  State  to 
N'Kana,  Northern  Rhodesia,  on  August  9th, 
1953  to  labour  with  Elder  Charles  M.  Sessions. 

ELDER  O.  GORDON  LYMAN  was  transferred 
from  Bulawayo,  Southern  Rhodesia  to  Durban, 
Natal  on  August  15th,  1953  to  labour  with 
Eller  Byron  Y.  Low. 

ELDER  BEN  R.  OLSEN  was  transferred  from 
Luanshya,  Northern  Rhodesia  to  Springs, 
Transvaal  on  August  15th,  1953  to  labour  with 
Elder  Charles  E.  Mercer. 

ELDER  GERALD  W.  WEINHEIMER  was  trans- 
ferred from  Springs,  Transvaal  to  Port  Eliza- 
beth, C.P.  on  August  20th,  1953  to  labour  with 
Elder  Duane  H.  Burtenshaw. 

ELDER  DONALD  D.  SALMON  was  transferred 
from  Salisbury,  Southern  Rhodesia  to  Epping 
Garden  Village  on  August  24th,  1953  to  labour 
with  Elder  John  F.  Grismore. 

ELDER  JOHN  F.  GRISMORE  was  transferred 
from  Durban,  Natal  to  Epping  Garden  Village, 
on  August  24th,  1953  to  labour  with  Elder 
Donald  D.  Salmon. 


APPOINTMENTS 


ELDER  JOSEPH  E.  KOEVEN  was  appointed 
Supervising  Elder,  Branch  and  District  Presi- 
dent of  the  Salisbury  Branch  and  District  on 
August  8th,  1953. 

ELDER  DUANE  H.  BURTENSHAW  was 
appointed  Supervising  Elder  of  the  Port  Eliza- 
beth District  on  August  13th,  1953. 

ELDER  KENNETH  L.  LEE  was  appointed 
Supervising  Elder  of  the  Northern  Rhodesia 
District  on  August  14th,  1953. 


ELDER  ALLAN  LEMOYNE  CALDWELL  was 
transferred  from  Gwelo,  Southern  Rhodesia  to 
Salisbury,-  Southern  Rhodesia,  on  August  5th. 
195S  to  labour  with-  Elder  Joseph-  E.  Kbeven. 


OUR  PROPHET 

By  Sister  Nora  Newell 

When  the  prophet  Joseph  first  received 

Those  precious  plates  of  gold, 

Oh,  he  could  hardly  realise 

The  wondrous  tale  they  told. 

By  revelation  from  on  high 

The  book  so  dear  came  forth, 

And  so  the  gospel  came  once  more; 

This  Pearl  of  priceless  worth. 

To  Thee  we  now  give  thanks  O  Lord, 

For  this  our  Prophet  dear, 

Who  helped  the  gospel  to  restore, 

And  brought  salvation  near.. 
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ALWAYS    AND 
FOREVER 

By  RICHARD  L  EVANS 


Richard  L.  Evans 


The  longer  we  live  the  more  aware  we 
are  of  the  shortness  of  this  life  we  live, 
and  the  more  aware  we  are  of  a  sense  of 
loss  and  of  loneliness  as  those  whom  we 
have  lived  among  and  loved  leave  us  one 
by  one.  And  ever  in  the  background  we 
are  aware  of  the  questions  that  confront  all 
men:  Whence?  and  why?  and  whither? 
What  lies  beyond?  Shall  we  know  them 
as  we  knew  them  here?  The  event  to 
which  this  day  is  dedicated  (Easter)  is  the 
assurance  that  we  shall — the  reality  of  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus  the  Christ,  and, 
through  him,  of  all  others  also.  We  read  of 
it  in  scripture.  We  sing  of  it  in  song.  We 
speak  of  it  in  sermon.  We  hold  to  it  with 
full  faith,  but  not  perhaps  without  an 
ardent,  living  hope  that  we  shall  see  it 
more  certainly;  or  not,  in  a  sense,  without 
wishing  that  we  had  seen  with  our  eyes 
and  touched  with  our  hands  as  did  Thomas- 
But  when  all  the  evidence  is  before  us  it 
doesn't  test  our  faith  too  far.  True,  we 
don't  know  how  it  will  be  brought  about. 
There  are  unanswered  questions.  There  are 
difficulties  that  may  seem  insurmountable. 
But  how  many  unanswered  questions  are 
there  concerning  other  things  that  are  all 
around  us.?   .How  can.. w&'  account  for  the' 


fact  that  we  are,  that  we  feel,  that  we  love, 
that  we  live?  How  can  we  account  for 
unnumbered  billions  of  stars  that  are  kept 
in  their  course?  for  the  constancy  of  the 
sun  and  of  the  seasons?  for  the  awesome 
miracle  of  a  baby's  birth?  for  the  inborn 
instinct  of  animals?  If  we  had  never  seen 
trees  that  seemed  dead  one  day,  break 
forth  into  full  flower — if  we  had  never  seen 
these  before  our  eyes,  these  things  which 
we  have  come  to  call  commonplace  —  to 
accept  them  could  require  a  far  reach  of 
our  faith.  With  ten  times  ten  thousand 
questions  that  we  cannot  answer  even  about 
the  things  we  can  touch  and  feel  and  see, 
it  is  but  a  little  further  reach  of  faith  to 
accept  the  reality  of  the  resurrection  and 
the  assurance  of  everlasting  life,  and  to 
trust  him  who  gave  us  life,  to  provide  the 
way  for  us  to  see  and  know  and  live  again 
with  those  we  love — always  and  forever. 


Note: — Material  concerning  death  of  Elder 
Albert  E.  Bowen  has  not  yet  arrived 
from  Salt  Lake  City,  therefore  next 
month's  issue  will  carry  article  on 
Apostle  Bowen.— Assoc.  Ed. 


140 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


September,  1953. 


MI0NT[IN.>'0U9B*N 

EAST  lORGOM 
PORT  ELIZABETH 


PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Clarence  Doller, 
18  Caithness  Rd.,  Walmer,  P.E. 

Reported  by  Madge  McHugh 

The  combined  efforts  of  the  Relief  Society 
and  M.I.A.  made  the  Pioneer  Social  a  great 
success.  We  were  happy  to  have  the  Trollip 
family  down  from  Uitenhage.  It  is  not 
often  they  can  attend  any  of  our  socials. 

The  M.I.A.  held  a  Scavenger  Hunt  on 
Thursday  night,  but  this  time  a  different 
kind  of  hunt.  We  had  to  collect  white 
feathers,  blades,  flowers,  even  insects  and 
spiders.  We  ended  the  evening  with  danc- 
ing. 

The  M.I.A.  took  over  the  Sunday  evening 
service  on  the  2nd.  We  had  some  interest- 
ing talks  given  by  Sister  Mavis  Scheckle. 
Brother  Vincent  Doller,  followed  by 
Doreen  Warren  and  Brother  Leonard 
Griffith. 

Sister  Queenie  Allan  was  blessed  with  a 
son  as  a  new  member  of  her  family. 

We  welcomed  the  Mission  Presidency  to 
our  Semi  Annual  Conference.  We  had 
three  Sessions  and  we  were  glad  to  see 
such  a  nice  turn  out. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  we  have 
to  record  the  passing  of  Elder  Madsen. 
None  of  us  knew  he  was  to  be  called  away 
so  soon.  We  have  lost  a  good  friend  and 
brother.  We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy 
to  his  wife  and  family.  On  Sunday  even- 
ing a  memorial  serivce  was  held,  and  many 
moving  tributes  were  made  to  Elder 
Madsen  by  President  Duncan,  Elder 
Burtenshaw,  and  Brother  Clarence  Dollor 


Elder  Cole  conducted  the  meeting  and  also 
sang  a  solo,  "O  My  Father,"  one  of  Elder 
Madsen's  favourite  hymns.  Elder  Madsen 
was  a  true  servant  of  the  Lord  and  had  a 
wonderful  testimony  of  the  Gospel.  We 
know  he  has  been  called  to  the  Service  of 
the  Lord  on  the  other  side. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Daniel  A.  Cherrett, 
14,  Serpentine  Road,  Pinelands. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 

A  jolly  "Fireside  Chat"  was  held  after 
the  Sacrament  Service  on  July  26th.  This 
took  the  form  of  "One  Minute,  Please." 
Everybody  was  invited  to  speak  for  one 
minute  on  subjects  that  varied  from  the 
gay  to  the  grave.  The  other  members  of 
the  audience  were  invited  to  criticise  each 
speaker,  and  to  give  their  views  on  the  sub- 
ject after  the  speaker  had  finished. 

During  the  month,  we  were  glad  to  wel- 
come Sisters  Blackburn  and  Huskinson 
who  have  come  from  the  States  as  Mis- 
sionaries. We  were  also  glad  to  say  "hello" 
to  Elder  Jenkins.  We  trust  that  these  new 
missionaries  will  soon  learn  to  love  our 
country. 

The  M.I.A.  Sunday  Evening  programme 
on  the  2nd  August  was  very  enjoyable.  We 
heard  talks  from  Sister  Imelda  Willams, 
Brother  Pieter  van  Rhyn  and  Sister 
Pamela  Wande.  The  choral  number  was 
very  much  enjoyed  and  so  was  the  duet 
sung  by  Sister  Signe  Smith  and  Elder  Cole. 
Elder  Mayo  and  Brother  Hugh  Helm  col- 
laborated in  a  musical  reading  of  a  poem. 

Baby  Linda  Marie  van  Rhyn  was  blessed 
after  Fast  and  Testimony  meeting  on  Aug- 
ust 2nd.  This  was  the  first  opportunity 
that  most  of  us  had  had  of  getting 
acquainted  with  our  very  youngest 
member. 

An  evening  of  volley-ball  was  greatly 
enjoyed  by  all  of  our  young  people  on  the 
4th. 

Three  of  our  young  people  were  baptised 
by  Brother  Hugh  Helm  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  9th.  They  were  Odessa  Geldenhuys, 
Annette  Seager-Smith  and  Sigmund 
Geldenhuys.  Elder  Cole's  address  at  this 
meeting  was  one  that  reached  the  hearts 
of  all  present. 

Ronald  Newton  has  been  suffering  from 
a  severe  attack  of  tonsilitis. 

Brother  and  Sister  Clyde  Geldenhuys 
have  both  been  suffering  from  influenza. 
Brother  Hugh  Helm  has  been .  unfortunate 
enough  to  catch  measles-    We  pray  that  all 
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of  these  and  other  sufferers  may  soon  be 
restored  to  full  health. 

We  have  missed  the  Mission  President 
and  his  two  Counsellors.  They  have  been 
touring  the  coastal  towns  and  visiting  the 
other  Branches.  We  are  pleased  to  have 
them  back  in  our  midst. 

The  members  of  the  Mowbray  Branch 
wish  at  this  time  to  express  their  deepest 
sympathy  to  the  family  of  Elder  Madsen, 
who  died  at  Port  Elizabeth.  We  know  that 
the  Lord  will  comfort  them  in  their  sorrow. 

The  Ninow  family  have  returned  to  Cape 
Town.  With  them  came  Brother  Cecil 
Ninow,  who  spent  a  very  short  while  in  the 
Mother  City,  before  sailing  to  Canada. 

Michael  and  Cora  Ann  Terblanche  have 
been  suffering  from  measles,  but  are  now 
back  among  the  recovered  ones. 

It  is  good  to  see  Sister  Alma  Schroeder 
back  with  us,  and  to  learn  that  she  left 
her  parents  in  a  greatly  improved  state  of 
health. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  Sister  Rose- 
mary Neilssen  is  quite  recovered  after  her 
recent  operation  for  appendicitis. 

We  were  all  glad  to  say  "hello"  to 
Brother  George  Bibb,  who  paid  us  a  visit 
from  Pretoria. 

EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Wayne  J. 

Mendenhall,  4,  Baynes  St.,  Berea. 

Reported  by  T.  R.  Booysen 

The  East  London  members  were  very 
happy  to  have  the  Mission  Presidency  visit 
them  during  the  month.  Branch  Confer- 
ence was  held  on  the  11th  and  the  fine  talks 
given  by  these  brethren  were  encouraging 
and  inspirational.  Mrs.  Engh  favoured  us 
with  a  beautiful  rendition  of  "Beside  the 
Still  Waters"  and  all  who  attended  felt  re- 
freshed spiritually  and  strengthened  in 
their  desire  to  further  the  work  of  the  Lord 
here  in  East  London. 

A  very  enjoyable  dinner  was  held  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Booysen  on  the  24th  July, 
after  which  Elder  Eddy  roped  us  into  play- 
ing games  and  Elder  Mendenhall  insisted 
o.i  our  dancing  the  Virginian  Reel.  Every- 
one felt  rather  tired  by  the  time  they  went 
home  but  agreed  that  it  had  been  a  very 
pleasant  evening. 

A  "Tickey  Evening'"  was  held  at  the 
home  of  Brother  Krull  in  Nahoon  on  the 
22nd  August,  which  was  both  a  social  and 
a  financial  success.  Fred  Matthews  proved 
to  be  an  excellent  salesman  and  auctioneer 
while  Elder  Eddy  seemed  to  draw  all  the 


crowds  to  his  stall  without  any  apparent 
effort.  Our  thanks  go  to  Brothe.'.  and  Sister 
Krull,  who  together  with  the  Elders  put  a 
great  deal  of  hard  work  into  the  organizing 
of  this  evening;  to  Sister  McCallum  who 
was  in  charge  of  the  hamburger  stall  and 
to  all  those  who  so  generously  donated 
cakes  and  home-made  candy. 

Our  first  fireside  meeting  was  held  on 
Sunday  night  after  Sacrament  Service  and 
we  were  privileged  to  have  as  our  guest 
speaker  Mr.  Schoekel  who  gave  us  a  very 
interesting  talk  on  Life  Saving.  Sister 
Elaine  Jubber  provided  refreshments  and 
needless  to  say  these  were  enjoyed  very 
much. 

N'KANA  NEWS 

Reported  by  Arlene  Morris 

Another  baptismal  service  was  held  on 
July  12th,  and  we  wish  to  welcome  Sister 
Arlene  Morris  into  the  Church.  The  service 
was  held  in  Luanshya  with  most  of  the 
members  in  attendance. 

Our  Sunday  School  is  progressing  very 
nicely  and  Sister  Hearns  has  been  ap- 
pointed Sunday  School  teacher,  and  cer- 
tainly a  good  job  she  makes  of  it  too. 

A  most  enjoyable  fireside  meeting  was 
spent  at  the  home  of  Sister  Hearns  a  few 
Sundays  ago,  with  some  very  interesting 
films,  shown  by  the  missionaries. 

We  were  very  sorry  to  have  to  part  with 
Elder  Ben  Olsen  who  has  been  transferred 
to  the  Transvaal.  We  pray  the  Lord  will 
bless  him  and  guide  him  in  the  future.  To 
make  up  for  our  loss  we  welcome  Elder 
Don  LeBaron  into  our  District.  We  wish 
him  luck  in  his  new  field  of  labour  and 
hope  that  he  will  enjoy  his  stay  in  N'Kana. 

We  were  sorry  to  hear  that  Elder  Hansen 
has  been  sick  in  bed,  but  we  pray  that  he 
will  soon  be  up  and  about  again,  ready  to 
resume  his  duties. 

Last  Sunday,  Brother  Jack  travelled 
from  Ndola  and  Brother  Powell  from 
Luanshya  to  attend  our  Sunday  School 
meeting,  and  we  were  very  pleased  to 
have  them  with  us. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Grant  E.  Olson, 
25  Orange  St.,  Bloemfontein. 

Reported  by  Barbara  Wrench 

August  has  been  a  very  quiet  month  for 
the  Bloemfontein  Branch,  no  socials,  no 
visitors,  in  fact  no  anything — except  work. 

Relief  Society  reopened  at  the  beginning 
of  the  month  and  the  Sisters  are  hard  at 
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work,  planning  their  activities  for  the  next 
few  months. 

We  were  sorry  to  have  to  say  Good-bye 
to  Elder  Don  LeBaron  who  left  Bloemfon- 
tein  to  labour  in  Northern  Rhodesia.  We 
wish  him  the  best  of  everything  and  are 
glad  to  hear  that  his  talents  as  a  pianist 
are  being  put  to  good  use  at  N'Kana. 

Elder  Frank  Jenkins  has  come  all  the 
way  from  South  Carolina  to  take  Elder 
LeBaron's  place  as  companion  to  Elder 
Olson.  We  welcome  him  to  Bloemfontein 
and  hope  that  his  stay  here  may  be  a  happy 
one. 

We  were  all  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the 
sudden  death  of  Elder  Madsen,  though  not 
many  of  us  knew  him,  and  we  would  like 
to  take  this  opportunity  of  extending  our 
sympathy  to  Sister  Madsen  and  her  family 
in  the  States. 

Sister  Anne  Van  Rooyen  was  called  away 
suddenly  to  Durban,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  month,  owing  to  the  illness  of  her 
daughter-in-law.  We  sincerely  hope  that 
Yvonne  may  soon  be  well  again  and  Sister 
Van  Rooyen  able  to  return  home. 

LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Douglas  E.  Charsley, 

130  "E"  Ave.,  Luanshya. 

Reported  by  Jeanne  Charsley 

We  were  very  sorry  to  bid  Elder  Ben  R. 
Olsen  adieu.  We  had  all  learned  to  love 
him  during  his  stay  with  us. 

It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  meet  Elder 
Don  LeBaron  and  we  hope  that  he  will 
enjoy  his  stay  in  Northern  Rhodesia.  All 
of  our  missionaries  are  now  labouring  at 
N'Kana.  We  pray  that  the  Lord  will 
greatly  bless  them  in  this  field,  that  they 
may  reach  all  those  who  seek  the  truth. 

Brother  Ernest  Terblanche,  with  his  van- 
nette  well  packed  with  supplies,  has  once 
more  sallied  forth  on  his  annual  hunting 
trip.     Good  hunting  brother  Terblanche! 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Norman  G.  Muir, 

187,    Kitchener    Avenue,    Bes    Valley. 

Reported  by  Mary  Millan  Stark 

August  News. — The  Branch  members 
were  happy  to  attend  a  Baptismal  Service 
where  Jackie  Seeman  and  Llewellyn  be- 
came members  of  the  Church  through  bap- 
tism. 

Congratulations  to  two  lucky  young 
babies  for  choosing  sucn  fine  parents! 
Young  Blaine  Dumant  Provich  has  arrived 
to  brighten  the  home  of  Kay  and  Alec;  and 


Gloria  and  Ronnie  Taylor  are  happy  to 
welcome  another  son.  May  they  all  con- 
tinue in  health  and  happiness. 

There  have  been  some  changes  in  the 
officers  at  Ramah  as  Norma  Ninow  has 
been  released  from  teaching  Sunday  School 
and  from  the  Genealogical  Society;  Nora 
Newell  was  released  from  teaching  in  the 
Sunday  School  and  the  Relief  Society  and 
as  Counsellor  in  the  Y. W.M.I. A.;  Louise 
Phipson  from  the  Primary;  and  brother 
Hans  Rohde  from  the  office  of  President 
of  Y. M.M.I. A.  We  wish  to  extend  felicita- 
tions to  the  following  officers  who  have 
been  sustained:  In  the  Genealogical  Society 
— Ivan  Muir  as  President,  Denise  Osborne 
and  Calvin  Donly  as  Counsellors;  in  the 
Sunday  School  Evanine  Stark  and  Lionel 
Maartens  as  Teachers;  in  the  Y.W.M.I.A. 
Gloria  Wallace  as  Counsellor;  in  the 
Y.M.M.I.A.  Donovan  Donly  as  President, 
and  Cecil  Ninow  and  Clarence  Muir  as 
Counsellors;  in  the  Primary  Doreen  Ros- 
tron  as  Counsellor;  in  the  Relief  Society 
Mercia  Tewson  and  Hazel  Maartens  as 
Work  Organisers,  and  Mary  Stark  as 
Teacher. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  the  Priesthood  in- 
creasing in  numbers  and  this  Branch  is 
happy  to  have  young  Errol  Tewson  and 
Alvara  Phipson  as  Deacons.  Alvara  has 
been  engaged  on  his  family's  genealogical 
records  for  about  twelve  years.  He  is  at 
present  the  enthusiastic  Superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  School. 

September  Notes. — The  Relief  Society 
President,  Sister  Wagner,  with  her  Coun- 
sellors, Sister  Wood  and  Sister  Wallace,  in- 
vited all  the  ladies  to  an  opening  social 
after  the  winter  recess  and  plans  were  dis- 
cussed for  the  annual  sale  of  work. 

Sister  Macadams  welcomed  all  the  chil- 
dren back  to  Primary  with  a  social  after 
the  July  holidays  and  is  happy  at  their 
enthusiasm.  New  helpers  are  Sister  Doreen 
Rostron  and  Grace  Stark. 

Our  Branch  President,  Norman  Muir  and 
his  wife,  Edie,  are  away  on  a  well-earned 
holiday  and  we  all  trust  that  their  stay  in 
Warmbaths  will  benefit  Edie's  health. 

Members  are  sorry  to  have  to  say  fare- 
well to  Dickie  Ninow  who  has  returned  to 
his  home  in  Cape  Town. 

Again  we  have  had  to  sav  Tot  Siens  to 
one  of  our  members  who  is  proceeding 
overseas  and  we  all  hated  to  see  our 
Chorister  and  Assistant  Organist,  Cecil 
Ninow,  leave  us.  All  members  wish  him 
health  and  happiness  in  Canada. 
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Congratulations  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Calteaux  on  the  birth  of  a  baby  daughter 
and  all  members  wish  her  long  life  and 
happiness. 

Sister  Wanberg  paid  us  a  visit  recently 
on  her  return  from  a  holiday  and  brought 
Sister  C.  Atkerson  of  Dallas,  Texas,  as  a 
visitor. 

Congratulations  to  the  M.I.A.  Maids  of 
Mutual  who,  under  the  direction  of  Lilian 
Perreira,  produced  a  Biblical  Play,  Naomi 
and  Ruth,  to  fulfil  one  of  their  require- 
ments. 

Again  we  have  had  the  privilege  of  hav- 
ing President  Duncan  and  President  Mayo 
in  the  Transvaal  and  we  have  benefited 
from  their  inspiring  messages  to  the  mem- 
bers. Ramah  Branch  Members  hope  that 
their  Chapel  will  be  the  next  one  to  be 
started. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  two  of  our 
Branch  members  have  been  chosen  to  fill 
office  in  the  District  Presidency,  Brother 
Hans  Rohde  as  2nd  Counsellor  and  Brother 
Calteaux  as    Clerk. 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Lionel  Bibb, 

282,  Preller  St.,  Muckleneuk. 

Reported  by  Sheila  Bibb 

The  Brummers  are  on  the  move  again! 
Bubbles,  Ernest  and  David  are  now  living 
in  East  London.  Katrina  is  working  at 
Olifontsfontein  and  only  comes  home  at 
weekends.  Sister  Brummer  and  Lettie  will 
join  her  there  as  soon  as  they  get  accom- 
modation— but  we  hope  that  won't  be  for 
some  time. 

The  branch  was  invited  to  the  wedding 
of  Brother  Oliver  Cowdrey  and  Miss  Mar- 
garet Smith  on  the  8th  of  August.  We  all 
wish  this  young  couple  every  happiness  in 
the  future. 

The  Relief  Society  held  its  opening 
social  in  the  form  of  a  pot-luck  supper  on 
the  18th.  Though  the  attendance  was  dis- 
appointing those  who  were  present  thor- 
oughly enjoyed  themselves. 

The  branch  heard  with  regret  of  the 
passing  of  Elder  Madsen  who  was  well- 
loved  by  all  of  us.  We  know  the  Lord  will 
comfort  his  family  in  their  sad  bereave- 
ment. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Reaford  Futter, 

65,  8th  Street,  Newtownship. 

Reported  by  Mavis  Louw 

Congratulations  to  Branch  President 
Reaford  Futter  on  his  promotion  to  Com- 


pound Manager  at  Springs  Mines.  Brother 
and  Sis'ter  Futter  have  now  moved  on  to 
the  mine. 

We  were  really  sorry  to  say  goodbye  to 
Elder  Weinheimer.  Elder  Hyer  didn't  stay 
long  enough  for  us  to  get  to  know  him. 

On  Tuesday  the  18th  was  a  read  letter 
day  for  Springs,  as  the  bidding  for  the 
building  of  Springs  Chapel  was  opened  by 
the  Mission  Presidency,  our  District  Presi- 
dent and  Brother  John  Troskie,  secretary 
of  the  building  committee. 

We  are  planning  a  ceremony  on  the  29th 
when  the  first  sod  will  be  turned  over. 

We  extend  a  welcome  into  the  fold  to 
Brother  and  Sister  Lewis  and  two  children, 
of  Springs,  and  Sister  Tanzarella  of  Benoni, 
who  were  baptized  at  Ramah. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Lowell  D.  Wood, 
21,  Bulwer  Road,  Durban. 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlburn 

Our  District  Conference  was  held  on  the 
16th  August.  It  seems  that  after  each  Con- 
ference it  becomes  increasingly  difficult  to 
adequately  express  the  joy  that  fills  our 
hearts  for  the  spiritual  upliftment  and 
peace  which  that  day  brings.  It  was  indeed 
a  privilege  to  meet  President  Park  and 
President  Mayo  and  to  hear  the  wonderful 
messages  they  had  prepared  for  us.  Other 
speakers  of  the  day  were  Elders  Wood, 
Bullock,  Grismore  and  Low  and  Sister 
Joyce  Wahlburn.  A  Scripture  reading  was 
given  by  Sister  Lavinia  Bosse,  a  Musical 
Reading  by  Sister  Leanora  Newell  and  a 
piano  solo  by  Sister  Denise  Hellon.  In  the 
evening  a  very  beautiful  number  was  ren- 
dered by  the  Choir.  Our  only  regret  on 
this  perfect  day  was  that  President  Dun- 
can could  not  be  with  us. 

We  seem  to  have  hardly  said  Hello  to 
Elder  Grismore  when  we  had  to  say  Good- 
bye. We  wish  him  every  success  in  the 
Cape- 

We  heartily  welcome  Elder  Lyman  to 
our  Branch.  * 

Cold  and  drizzly  weather  did  not  deter 
the  M.I.A.  from  embarking  on  a  Scavenger 
Hunt  on  the  13th  August.  Live  cats  and 
cockroaches  were  never  more  elusive  than 
on  that  night! 

On  a  Saturday  evening  during  this 
month  a  happy  crowd  of  Mutual  members 
and  friends  attended  a  showing  of 
"Anchors  Aweigh''  at  the  Metro  Theatre. 
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IF    I    WERE    IN     MY    TEENS 


By  Iris  Parker 


Young  men,  young  women  in  your  teens: 
"Look  well  to  this  day,  for  it  is  life — the 
very  life  of  life.  In  its  brief  course  lie  all 
the  truths  and  all  the  realities  of  your  ex- 
istence —  the  bliss  of  growth,  the  glory  of 
action,  the  splendour  of  beauty.  For  yes- 
terday is  but  a  dream  and  tomorrow  is 
only  a  vision,  but  today  well-lived  makes 
every  yesterday  a  dream  of  happiness  and 
every  tomorrow  a  vision  of  hope.  Look 
well,  therefore,  to  this  day."  (Adapted 
from  the  Sanskrit.) 

Those  of  us  who  have  lived  those  teen 
years  look  back  on  them  with  mixed  feel- 
ings —  of  pleasure  and  regret.  Many 
things  we  would  do  again  exactly  as  before. 
Others  we  would  change. 

If  I  were  in  my  teens  again,  I  would 
begin  each  day  with  a  prayer.  I  would  ask 
the  Lord's  help  even  in  the  little  things. 
I  would  thank  him  just  for  letting  me  live 
— for  freedom,  for  health,  and  for  my 
gospel  birthright.  I  would  do  it  early  in 
the  day  when  my  mind  was  fresh  and  my 
love  of  life  was  full.  I  would  begin  each 
day  with  a  smile,  too  —  a  smile  for  my 
loved  ones  whom  I  would  not  take  for 
granted.  And  I  would  begin  my  day  with 
a  resolution  —  that  my  honour  should  not 
suffer  though  my  school  grades  and  my 
popularity  might. 

If  I  were  in  my  teens  I  would  decide, 
with  a  sureness,  my  goal  in  life.  I  would 
know  that  it  is  when  the  destination  is  un- 


certain that  the  beckoning  byways  might 
lure  me  from  my  path. 

I  would  not  be  in  a  hurry  to  grow  up, 
although  I  would  not  shirk  the  grown-up 
responsibilities  that  might  come  my  way. 
I  would  develop  at  least  one  hobby  for  my 
solitary  enjoyment  —  and  I  would  learn  to 
dance  and  swim  and  ski  and  skate.  If  I 
were  a  young  man  in  my  teens,  I  would  go 
out  for  football,  basketball,  softball,  or 
track,  but  I  would  not  neglect  the  studious 
things  of  life. 

If  I  were  a  teen-age  girl,  I  would  be 
friendly  and  considerate  without  being 
affected  and  gushy.  I  would  be  true  to  my 
girl  friends  and  respected  by  my  boy 
friends.  I  would  look  on  homemaking  as 
the  art  that  it  is,  and  learn  in  my  home  and 
at  school  how  to  cook  and  sew  and  scrub 
and  give  to  my  person  and  my  room  that 
touch  of  order  and  cleanliness  that  is  so 
delightsome. 

If  I  were  a  young  man  or  woman  in  my 
teens,  I  would  read  a  bit  of  sacred  scrip- 
ture each  day  —  and  make  Christ's  teach- 
ings vital  in  my  life.  And  at  the  end  of 
the  day  —  in  that  blessed  moment  between 
prayers  and  sleep  —  I  would  look  back  on 
my  day  in  peace,  knowing  I  had  applied  to 
my  life  a  gem  of  wisdom  which  I  learned 
when  in  my  teens:  "Look  well  to  this  day, 
for  it  is  life  —  the  very  life  of  life  .  . 
yesterday  is  but  a  dream  and  tomorrow  is 
only  a  vision,  but  today  well-lived  makes 
every  yesterday  a  dream  of  happiness  and 
every  tomorrow  a  vision  of  hope." 


THE  AWAKENING 

By  Enid  Critchfield 

I  passed  a  lonely  graveyard  yesterday, 
And  paused  to  think  of  those  who  lay 
Beneath  the  grassy  earth.    Once  deep 
In  Love  with  life,  but  now  asleep. 
Here  were  the  loved  ones  dear  to  man 
Jn  graves  as  far  as  the  eye  could  scan  — 
I  thought  of  the  hearts  that  had  ached  in 

pain 
When  the  Destroyer  rejoiced  at  death's 

refrain. 
I  know  the  query  of  each  earthly  soul  — 
"When  life  is  done,  is  death  our  goal? 
After  the  tears  existence  affords 
Will   a   flower-decked  giave   be   our  re- 
ward?" 


As  I  pondered  this  with  a  troubled  mind. 
And  the  fate  that  must  befall  mankind, 
I  paused  in  remembrance,  and  suddenly 

thought 
Of    the    resurrection    that    Christ    had 
brought. 
With  a  calm  in  my  thoughtful  heart  I 

knew 
That  the  words  the  Angel    had    spoken 

were  true, 
When  he  at  the  tomb  to  the  women  said. 
"Why    seek    ye    the    living    among    the 

dead?" 
As  I  gazed  at  the  flowered  graves  once 

more, 
Each  seemed  to  harbour  an  open  door. 
And  the  bodies  within  were  just  as  free 
And  as  much  alive  as  you  or  me! 
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